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1 Executive Summary 

1.1.1 This Pre-application Consultation Report (PAC Report) has been prepared for the proposed 

Ladyfield Renewable Energy Park (the Proposed Development), a wind farm and Battery 

Energy Storage System (BESS) project, approximately 4.7km north of Inveraray in Argyll and 

Bute. The Proposed Development is on a site covering approximately 790ha, comprising of up 

to 13 turbines, up to a maximum tip height of 180m, with a generating capacity of up to 58.5MW. 

The Proposed Development also comprises a BESS with a capacity of up to 41.4MW, onsite 

substation, temporary construction compounds and other associated infrastructure. The 

Proposed Development will be operational for up to 40 years. 

1.1.2 As the Proposed Development will be over 50MW in generating capacity, the Application will be 

made under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 and will be submitted to the Scottish 

Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU). 

1.1.3 This document describes the methods of Pre-application Consultation which have taken place, 

including public exhibitions and meetings, and reports on the level of community interest and 

the feedback received from the public and other key stakeholders during the consultation 

process. This report will describe how points made during the Pre-application Consultation have 

been addressed and, were necessary and appropriate, informed the site design. 

1.1.4 This document also details all the Community Partnership work that Ladyfield Renewable 

Energy Park Ltd (the Applicant) has carried out to date. The Applicant has played a key role in 

helping the local community of Inveraray raise significant grant funding to purchase and restore 

the once adored Inveraray Pier on Loch Fyne. The Applicant has also introduced and supported 

many other community-focused initiatives, to help address the community’s needs, all of which 

have occurred in advance of (and will continue after) the submission of this application. 
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2 Introduction  

2.1 The Proposed Development and the Site 

2.1.1 This PAC Report accompanies the Section 36 application for planning consent for the Ladyfield 

Renewable Energy Park. 

2.1.2 The Proposed Development would consist of up to 13 turbines with a maximum tip height of up 

to 180m, with a generating capacity of up to 58.5MW, BESS with a capacity of up to 41.4MW 

and associated infrastructure, including: 

• Foundations and crane hardstandings for each wind turbine; 

• Access tracks, of which 4km are existing tracks to be upgraded and 9.7km will be new; 

• An onsite substation compound containing switchgear and associated infrastructure; 

• Underground cabling, following the tracks between the turbines and connecting them to the 
BESS and onsite substation compound; 

• Two temporary construction compounds; and 

• An extension to an existing onsite quarry, for materials to be used during construction. 

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would generate domestically-sourced clean renewable energy, as 

well as having the ability to store excess electricity from either the Proposed Development or 

from the electricity network during times of excess generation. 

2.1.4 The Proposed Development would have a temporary operational period of up to 40 years. 

2.1.5 The Proposed Development is sited on approximately 790ha of land approximately 4.7km north 

of Inveraray in Argyll and Bute, centred on National Grid Reference 210197, 715498 (the Site). 

2.1.6 The Site lies within the administrative boundary of Argyll and Bute Council. 

2.1.7 The elevation of the Site ranges from 470 metres Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) in the east of 

the Site and falls to around 100 metres AOD in the west of the Site. 

2.1.8 There are a number of watercourses within the Site, as well a number of small lochans within 

and surrounding the Site. 

2.1.9 The predominant land use within the Site consists of private forestry plantation used for 

commercial purposes with areas of upland moorland also present in the south and east of the 

Site.  

2.1.10 There are no residential properties located on Site, with eight properties located within 1 km of 

the Site. Each of these properties are located to the west of the Site and include Ladyfield Farm, 

North Tullich, South Tullich, Drimfern, West Drimfern, Druim Breac, Stronmagachan, and 

Linnieghluttain. The nearest settlement to the Site is Inveraray, located approximately 4.7 km to 

the south. 

2.1.11 No public roads are located within the Site. Nearby major roads include the A819 directly to the 

West of the Site and the A83 to the south. The B840 also joins the A819 approximately 4.9 km 

to the north of the Site.  
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2.1.12 The path C201 – Dùn Na Cuaiche is the nearest Core Path to the Site and is located 

approximately 2.7km to the south. 

2.2 The Applicant 

2.2.1 This PAC Report has been prepared by Ladyfield Renewable Energy Park Ltd (the Applicant), 

a subsidiary of Ridge Clean Energy Ltd (RCE).  

2.2.2 RCE is a clean energy company, and its team has an established and successful history of 

working with landowners and local communities to research, develop, finance, construct and 

operate renewable energy projects across the UK. 

2.2.3 RCE’s ethos is centred around Community Partnership. RCE engage with local community 

stakeholders from the very beginning of each renewable energy project and create community 

partnerships which last throughout the lifetime of each project. 

2.2.4 The RCE Team combines expertise in developing UK renewable energy projects whilst working 

with local communities to create enduring local benefits, and their team has a proven track 

record of creating valuable community assets. 

2.2.5 From the inception of the Proposed Development, and throughout the Pre-application 

Consultation stage, the Applicant has had community engagement at the forefront of its work. 

This document illustrates how the Applicant has provided a platform for everyone within the 

local area to have their say on the proposal, and details how these views have subsequently 

influenced the final site design. An overview of the Pre-application Consultation conducted by 

the Applicant is detailed in Section 4 of this document. 

2.2.6 RCE also recognise that their team’s expertise can help bring significant economic and social 

benefits to the local community and surrounding area. In the case of Ladyfield Renewable 

Energy Park, the Applicant has already learnt a great deal and continues to learn more about 

the challenges that the local community face, helping transform these challenges into 

opportunities, in partnership with the community. More information on the Applicant’s 

Community Partnership work can be found in Section 9 of this document. 
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3 Planning Policy and Guidance 

3.1.1 In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 

(Scotland) Regulations 20131 (Development Management Regulations), a PAC Report must be 

submitted with any planning application that is categorised as a ‘major’ development under the 

Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 20092. The 

Hierarchy of Development Regulations states that any development for the generation of 

electricity with a capacity in excess of 20MW is classed as ‘major’. 

3.1.2 As stated in Section 1 of this document, the Proposed Development would have an electricity 

generation capacity of greater than 50MW and therefore the Application is made under Section 

36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (Electricity Act)3, rather than the Town and Country Planning 

(Scotland) Act 1997 (the Planning Act 1997)4. Thus, the Proposed Development is not statutorily 

subject to the Hierarchy of Development Regulations, nor the Development Management 

Regulations, and therefore submitting a PAC Report as part of the Section 36 application is not 

a statutory requirement. Despite this, the Applicant has decided to conduct Pre-application 

Consultation and subsequently produced this PAC Report. This meets the guidance for ‘major’ 

developments under the Development Management Regulations. 

3.1.3 The Applicant has conducted pre-application engagement and consultation in line with the 

guidance within Scottish Planning Policy5. Scottish Planning Policy paragraph 6 states that 

opportunities should exist for everyone to engage in the development decisions that may affect 

them. Engagement should be early, meaningful, and proportionate. All expressions of support 

or concern should be taken into account in development proposals. 

3.1.4 This PAC Report illustrates that the Applicant has used the best practice guidance on 

community engagement throughout the Pre-application Consultation stage. 

3.1.5 The first round of public consultation occurred during a time in which the Scottish Government 

had mandated that public events were temporarily suspended, therefore the first event was held 

online via Zoom. This was in line with the Scottish Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

 
1 Scottish Government (2013) the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013 [Online] Available at: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/155/contents/made (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 
 
2 Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 [Online] 
Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2009/51/contents/made (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 

 
3 HM Government, (1989), “Electricity Act 1989” [Online] Available at: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/29/contents (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 

 
4 The Scottish Government, (1997), “The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997” [Online]. 
Available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/8/contents (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 
 
5 Scottish Government (2014) Scottish Planning Policy [Online] Available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish- planning-policy/ (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 
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Planning Guidance on Pre-application Consultations for Public Events (COVID-19 Guidance)6, 

which was in place at the time. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 The Scottish Government (2021) Coronavirus (COVID-19): planning guidance on pre-application 
consultations for public events https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-planning-
guidance-on-pre-application-consultations-for-public-events/ (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 
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4 Overview of Pre-application Consultation Events  

4.1.1 The Pre-application Consultation was conducted in accordance with The Scottish Government’s 

Electricity Act 1989 - Sections 36 and 37: Applications Guidance7. 

4.1.2 As the Proposed Development is made under Section 36 of the Electricity Act and submitted to 

Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit, a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) was not 

deemed as appropriate and was therefore not submitted to Argyll and Bute Council. 

4.1.3 In May 2021, the Applicant contacted the local Community Council (Inveraray Community 

Council), to introduce RCE, the Proposed Development, and to offer their assistance with 

community projects. 

4.1.4 The Applicant also made early contact with other key stakeholders in the area, namely Argyll 

and Bute Councillors, the local MP, and the local MSP. 

4.1.5 For the Pre-application Consultation process, the Applicant decided to conduct three rounds of 

public consultation. 

4.1.6 The first round consisted of one event held online via Zoom in August 2021. This was an initial 

introduction to the Applicant and the Proposed Development, taking place soon after EIA 

Scoping, which was submitted to the Scottish Energy Consents Unit (ECU) in June 2021.  

4.1.7 The second round took place in February 2022 and was more comprehensive. This round 

included two events in two different locations (one in Dalmally and one in Inveraray), to reach a 

wide local audience. At this stage, the site design had already evolved following responses 

received in the Scoping Opinion and during the first round of public consultation in 2021. 

4.1.8 The third and final round took place in October 2022. The Applicant hosted two events in 

Inveraray on successive days. At the time of these events, there had been further changes to 

the site design and it was considered ‘chilled’. 

4.1.9 All of the events during each round of public consultation were advertised via different media 

and community outlets to reach as many local people as possible, encouraging engagement 

with the Applicant and feedback on the Proposed Development. 

4.1.10 The Applicant also held numerous meetings (online and in-person) with key stakeholders to the 

project. More information on these meetings can be found in Section 8 of this document. 

4.1.11 Most attendees were able to find out the information they required through attendance at the 

events, however those who had asked for more information at the events, or via post or email, 

subsequently received a response, within the limits of data protection principles. 

4.1.12 The Applicant provided different materials for each of the rounds of consultation, including 

maps, visualisations, and information on the Proposed Development’s timeline. A project 

website was launched for the first round of public consultation and was continually updated 

throughout the Pre-application Consultation stage. The Applicant also incorporated ‘Request a 

Call’ and ‘Submit Comments’ features on the website and created a dedicated project email 

 
7 Scottish Government – Electricity Act 1989 Sections 36 and 37: Applications Guidance (2022) 
[Online] Available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-
sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/pages/3/ (Accessed: 14/03/2023) 
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4.2.7 Through subsequent investigations with existing contacts in the local area, on the 12th 

September 2023 the Applicant emailed what was understood to be an email address for the 

owner of the property. On the 22nd of September 2023, a response was received from the 

recipient, confirming they own the property. The Applicant will continue to engage with them 

following the submission of the Section 36 application. 
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5 First Round of Public Consultation 

5.1 Overview 

5.1.1 The Applicant held one first round consultation event on 17th August 2021 from 7pm to 8.30pm. 

This was a virtual event, held on Zoom, and began with a short presentation from the Applicant’s 

project team followed by a Q&A session with the attendees.  

5.1.2 The event was hosted online due to the Scottish Government’s COVID-19 advice and guidelines 

in place at the time. In the absence of a face-to-face exhibition, materials were provided via the 

dedicated project website (www.ridgecleanenergy.com/ladyfield), which was launched ahead of 

the event. 

5.1.3 The stated aims of the event were to introduce the Applicant, inform the local community of the 

proposals and to receive feedback from attendees. Information, including graphics and 

visualisations, was provided in relation to the following: 

• Project facts, including maps of the wind farm location and layout;  

• Work undertaken to date; 

• The application, determination and public consultation processes; and 

• Project and community benefits. 

5.1.4 During this first round of public consultation, the site layout comprised up to 22 turbines with a 

maximum tip height of 200m, across an area of land measuring 844ha. This layout was the 

same one that was used for EIA Scoping in June 2021. 

5.1.5 A total of seven people registered to attend the event, however only two attended. They were 

provided with the details of the development in this early stage, and it was agreed that regular 

contact would be maintained with them as the project developed. 

5.1.6 In line with COVID-19 guidance at the time, multiple opportunities were made available for two-

way communication during the public consultation response period. A number of communication 

platforms were available for the public to provide feedback, request additional information and 

seek clarification, if needed. These opportunities for communication included ‘Request a Call 

Back’ from a member of the project team, and ‘Submit Comments’, both of which were added 

to the project website. Members of the public were also encouraged to contact the Applicant by 

telephone, via the dedicated project email account or by post. 

5.1.7 Members of the public were also able to request wireline visualisations from their properties to 

understand the extent of the Proposed Development with regard to residential, recreational and 

tourist viewpoints. 

5.1.8 Attendees were also invited to complete a short survey providing feedback on the Proposed 

Development. 

5.1.9 The Applicant also created a ‘Community Survey’ (see Appendix M), which was available to be 

completed via the project website. The main purpose of the survey was to provide the Applicant 

with a better understanding of what the local people valued most in their area and how they 

thought it could be improved. 
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with local residents via a Community 
Liaison Group.  

Cumulative impact with the 
proposed SSEN overhead line 

Verbal The Applicant liaised with SSEN to 
inform them that their option to route 
the overhead line through the Site 
would be problematic, therefore one of 
the alternative routes would be 
preferrable. 

Q&A session for residents along 
A819 and Inveraray Community 
Council 

Verbal The Applicant has provided a monthly 
update via email to all residents along 
the A819 who requested to be updated. 
This first began in February 2022 and 
continued up until planning submission 
in October 2023. A local councillor and 
MSP were copied into all emails. 

 

The Applicant has offered meetings 
with those residents throughout, 
providing them with opportunities to 
discuss the Proposed Development in 
more detail. 

There would be financial gains 
for the town upon completion 

Feedback Form Noted / no response. 

The site is a good project which 
should benefit the town. Not 
sure if discounts could be 
agreed to residents on energy 
bills once up and running – 
especially with current 
increases. 

Feedback Form The Applicant had already investigated 
the possibility of providing local energy 
discounts (LEDs) to the local 
community and this remains an option 
if the project were to gain planning 
permission. 

Request for future events to be 
advertised on the ‘All About 
Dalmally’ Facebook group as 
well as in the Oban Times 

Verbal For the third round of consultation 
events, the Applicant posted an 
advertisement on the ‘All About 
Dalmally’ Facebook group and in the 

Oban Times. 

Table 6.2 – Feedback received during the second round of public consultation and the Applicant’s 
responses 
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Positive outcome of the ‘Warm 
Spaces’ initiative that the 
Applicant had instigated during 
Winter 2022-2023 

Verbal The Applicant is incredibly pleased that 
the project was a success and will be 
supporting it again for the upcoming 
winter.  

Appreciation from Inveraray 
Primary School for the 
Applicant’s funding support for 
the School Breakfast Club 

Verbal The Applicant asked the school to 
inform them of any future projects that 
could be supported. 

Appreciation from Inveraray 

Senior Citizens group for the 
Applicant’s assistance with 
funding Wi-Fi for Nicol Hall 

Verbal Noted / no response. 

Potential new community centre 
project in Inveraray 

Verbal The Applicant has informed the 
community council they would like to 
support them with this initiative and are 
ready to provide assistance if/when 
requested. 

Table 7.2 – Feedback received during the third round of public consultation and the Applicant’s 
responses 
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8 Key Stakeholder Consultation 

8.1 NatureScot 

8.1.1 An initial Pre-application Consultation meeting was held between the Applicant and NatureScot 

(formerly Scottish Natural Heritage) on the 10th of March 2020. At this meeting, the site location 

and site layout were presented to NatureScot, along with an outline of the environmental 

surveys that will be carried out. During the meeting, the Applicant also highlighted that they 

would be proposing a ‘clean energy hub’ in a nearby town or location which would aim to provide 

a focal point for the local community and include for features including rapid EV charging and 

provide wider sustainable benefits that that are identified by the community. Examples of wider 

sustainable benefits could include a library, shop, bank, etc. 

8.1.2 The Applicant and NatureScot discussed the ornithological surveys that would be carried out, 

starting later that month (March 2020) and running for a period of two years. The Applicant and 

NatureScot reviewed the proposed vantage points and it was agreed that they were suitable in 

that they provided excellent coverage of the site, look out over the Glen Etive and Glen Fyne 

SPA, and cover the known extent of a Golden Eagle territory. It was noted that Sea Eagles were 

also active in the area and there would be a need to evaluate Black Grouse, Hen Harrier, and 

other raptor species. NatureScot also highlighted that the Applicant may wish to consider other 

ecological receptors including Pine Martin, Red Squirrel and bats. The extent of protected 

species surveys would be informed by Phase 1 Habitat surveys. 

8.1.3 The Applicant and NatureScot discussed landscape impacts. The landscape viewpoints would 

be agreed at pre-scoping and would be based upon initial suggestions from the landscape 

architect. It was agreed that the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) would be 

carried out in accordance with SNH Guidance. Potential LVIA receptors were discussed and 

included Cruach, Inveraray, North Loch Fyne (south side), and the Loch Lomond and the 

Trossachs National Park. It was also highlighted that any potential impacts / views from Dùn na 

Cuaiche tower would likely be a focus of Historic Environment Scotland (HES). 

8.1.4 Peat probing was also discussed, with the need to coordinate with Defence Estates (Ministry of 

Defence) due to the risk from unexploded ordnance being highlighted. 

8.1.5 Habitat Enhancement was then discussed, with the Applicant stating that Habitat Enhancement 

will be considered from the outset and proposals built upon whilst data is collected throughout 

the EIA process. 

8.2 Energy Consents Unit (ECU) 

8.2.1 An initial Pre-application Consultation meeting was held with the ECU on the 18th of May 2021, 

with Arcus, the Applicant’s lead environmental consultant. At this meeting, the site location, site 

layout, cumulative plan and Zone of Theoretical Visibility were presented to the ECU. 

8.2.2 The project team detailed that ornithology surveys were already being carried out and that 

NatureScot were already being engaged with, evidenced by the technical report which had been 

drafted and sent to NatureScot for their review. The species identified and detailed in the 

technical report were discussed, with the project team and the ECU agreeing that Golden Eagle 
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was the most sensitive constraint identified. The project team discussed the collision risk 

analysis carried out for the scoping layout, and that the results of this initial work had been 

shared with NatureScot, who the Applicant’s ornithology specialists were engaging with. It was 

also highlighted that the second year of data will inform further modelling. 

8.2.3 Another core aspect discussed was the work that had been undertaken to date from a landscape 

and visual perspective, with a focus of minimising visibility from Inveraray, where possible, and 

containing the overall visibility. It was highlighted that the location of the site on the east facing 

slopes of a valley side with a higher ridge to the west and higher hills to the east means the 

visibility to the east and west is very contained. It was noted that the north and south alignment 

of the glen means visibility is greater in these directions but there was positive feedback in that 

there is limited visibility from key settlements such as Inveraray. It was noted that there would 

likely be significant visual effects, potentially including from within the Inveraray Castle Garden 

and Designed Landscape (GDL), although visibility is limited to areas away from the central 

parts of the designation where the castle is located, and the area is surrounded by woodland 

which would further screen this. 

8.2.4 The ECU provided positive feedback on the project website already being set up and the 

Applicant having already commenced engagement with the local community.  

8.2.5 The forthcoming Local Development Plan 2 was also discussed, which will be formally adopted 

by the time the application is submitted. Although it was agreed that the key issues (eagles, 

Inveraray Castle GDL, and Aviation Lighting) won’t be affected by this, they will be important 

regardless of the policy position. 

8.3 Argyll and Bute Council 

8.3.1 Due to the lack of a Scoping Response from Argyll and Bute Council, a consultation meeting 

was held directly with the Council’s Senior Planning Officer on the 25th of January 2022, prior 

to the scoping response being received on the 15th of February 2022. 

8.3.2 At this meeting, the project team detailed that ornithology surveys had been ongoing since 

March 2020 and were expected to be completed in March 2022. The Project Team also outlined 

that ecology surveys have been completed and peat surveys were ongoing.  

8.3.3 A revised layout was also discussed, with this layout being driven by current known onsite 

constraints, as well as advice received from the Applicant’s landscape and visual expert. The 

Council Planning Officer noted that Dùn na Cuaiche would be a key consenting consideration 

and it was agreed that HES will be engaged early in the design process to alleviate concerns 

where possible. It was highlighted that the project team were intending to visit the Site with HES 

and it was agreed that the Council Planning Officer would take part in this site visit, however, 

volume of workload prevented the Planning Officer from attending. Following the site visit with 

HES, notes from the meeting were shared with the Planning Officer. 

8.3.4 The project team also shared wirelines of the revised layout which would be used in the 

upcoming public exhibitions held on the 2nd and 3rd of February 2022. These wirelines were 

discussed and the Planning Officer noted that views from the other side of Loch Fyne, looking 

north towards the Development will be key, as well as those on the west side. 
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8.4 Historic Environment Scotland (HES) 

8.4.1 After conversations with the ECU and NatureScot, Arcus contacted HES on 4th May 2022 to 

discuss the Proposed Development and its potential visibility from some of the designated 

assets in and around Inveraray. 

8.4.2 It was agreed by both parties (the Applicant and HES) that a meeting on site would be beneficial. 

Prior to the meeting, Arcus provided HES with the pre-chilled layout and accompanying draft 

wirelines, specifically showing views to and from the designated assets within and associated 

with the gardens and policies of Inveraray Castle, to the south of the Proposed Developed, as 

well as key assets on Loch Awe, to the north of the Proposed Development.  

8.4.3 Members of Arcus’ cultural heritage team met with representatives from HES at Inveraray on 

the 8th of June 2022 to review the wirelines in situ and better understand visibility of different 

turbines from in and around the designated assets. 

8.4.4 Following feedback received during the meeting, the Applicant refined the site layout by 

removing turbines from the southern part of the Site, as these turbines were closest to, and 

most visible from Inveraray. This reduced impacts on designated historic assets, such as 

Inveraray Castle.  

8.4.5 The refined site layout and accompanying wirelines were then shared with HES. HES 

responded on the 14th of June 2022, stating that based on the updated site layout and wirelines 

provided, it is unlikely there would be significant adverse impacts such that they would not object 

on monuments grounds, but that there might nevertheless be adverse impacts and the detail of 

this should be set out in a robust assessment in the EIA Report. 

8.5 Inveraray Community Council 

8.5.1 The Applicant has engaged with Inveraray Community Council (ICC) throughout the Pre-

application Consultation stage, with the first meeting taking place in May 2021. Since then, the 

Applicant has built up a good working partnership with ICC, supporting them in their efforts to 

bring Inveraray Pier into community ownership and supporting other smaller community 

projects.  

8.5.2 Councillors from ICC were invited to all public exhibitions including the online event in August 

2021. The Chair of ICC and other councillors attended the public exhibitions in February and 

October 2022. The Applicant has also held several online meetings and in-person meetings with 

ICC to update the councillors on the project and to further progress the Community Partnership 

work (see Section 9). 

8.6 Other Community Groups 

8.6.1 The Applicant first contacted Inspire Inveraray in June 2021. The Applicant has since worked in 

partnership with Inspire Inveraray on the Inveraray Pier Project, facilitating an Option to 

Purchase agreement being exchanged between Inspire Inveraray and the current pier owner. 

8.6.2 The Applicant has also assisted Inspire Inveraray to produce a fundraising plan and write a 

number of fundraising applications, resulting in over £244,000 being raised, therefore enabling 

Inspire Inveraray to purchase the pier and start necessary restoration works in Autumn 2023. 
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8.7 Local Councillors 

8.7.1 The Applicant has had several Zoom meetings with Argyll & Bute Councillors Jan Brown, Dougie 

Philand and Garrett Corner to update them on the Proposed Development and the ongoing 

Community Partnership between the Applicant and the local community. 

8.7.2 The Councillors were invited to all three rounds of public consultation events, and the Applicant 

also met privately with Jan Brown and Garret Corner in October 2022, prior to the third round of 

public consultation events. A follow-up online meeting took place with Dougie Philand in 

November 2022 as he could not attend the October 2022 public exhibitions. 

8.7.3 Dougie Philand wrote a column in the Argyllshire Advertiser on 20th April 2023 (see Appendix 

V) stating “It was so gratifying to see that Inveraray Inspire and the Community Council have 

secured the funding to purchase and repair the pier.” 

8.8 Member of Parliament (MP) 

8.8.1 The Applicant has regularly updated Mr Brendan O’Hara MP on the progress of the Proposed 

Development and its Community Partnership work. Mr O’Hara has submitted a number of letters 

of support for the Inveraray Pier Project and he has expressed his appreciation for the 

assistance the Applicant has given the community with the pier project. 

8.9 Member of Scottish Parliament (MSP) 

8.9.1 The Applicant has regularly updated Ms Jenni Minto MSP on the progress of the Proposed 

Development and its Community Partnership work. The Applicant has liaised directly with Ms 

Minto to successfully address any concerns of neighbouring residents of the Site. 

8.9.2 Ms Minto has voiced her approval for the support the Applicant has given Inspire Inveraray to 

bring the pier into community ownership and has written several letters of support.  

8.9.3 Ms Minto has also offered to be available for the grand opening of the pier once the restoration 

works have been completed. 
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9 Community Partnership 

9.1 Overview 

9.1.1 The RCE team combines expertise in developing UK renewable energy projects with working 

with local communities to create enduring local benefits. The RCE team invests time and energy 

early in the development process and has a proven track record of creating valuable community 

assets. 

9.1.2 For each of their renewable energy projects, a Community Partnership Coordinator is assigned 

to build a relationship with key people in the area. Their aim is to identify and develop local 

projects and initiatives that will add economic and social value to the community, or support the 

community’s path to Net Zero. 

9.1.3 Over the past two years, the Applicant’s Community Partnership team has been working with 

local champions from the community, to understand how the Proposed Development can help 

bring tangible local benefits to the area. 

9.1.4 RCE have brought their skills and experience to assist Inspire Inveraray and Inveraray 

Community Council on their mission to purchase and restore Inveraray Pier. RCE have been 

instrumental in helping the community raise significant grant funding from numerous sources, 

enabling Inspire Inveraray to complete the purchase of Inveraray Pier and begin the restoration 

works. RCE has also supported projects at Nicoll Hall for Inveraray Senior Citizens, the 

Breakfast Club at the Primary School, and has instigated the 'Warm Spaces' initiative. 

9.2 Inveraray Pier Project 

9.2.1 From the beginning of the Pre-application Consultation process, RCE have been working 

closely with local community groups, in particular Inspire Inveraray and Inveraray Community 

Council. 

9.2.2 During initial discussions with these groups in 2021, it was quickly made apparent that the pier 

was a particularly important asset for the community, given the fishing heritage of the town and 

the pier formerly being a landmark attraction for the town’s tourism. Over recent years, the pier 

had fallen into disrepair after being bought by a private owner, making it unusable and therefore 

closed to the public. 

9.2.3 As part of their partnership work, the Applicant worked with Inspire Inveraray and the current 

owner of the pier to help negotiate and finalise the terms for an ‘Option to Buy’ agreement.  

9.2.4 The Applicant’s team has worked closely with Inspire Inveraray to develop a fundraising plan 

and apply for grant funding from various sources, on behalf of the community. 

9.2.5 The Applicant drafted letters of support which have been successfully used by Argyll and Bute 

Councillors, the local MSP, and the local MP, supporting the project and the related grant 

applications (see Appendices P to S). 

9.2.6 To date, the Applicant has been successful in helping raise funds of over £244,000 for this 

worthwhile project, enabling the community to buy back the pier in July 2023 with essential 

restoration works starting in Autumn 2023, with the aim of the pier being reopened to the public 
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in Spring 2024. 

9.2.7 Once the pier has been restored and reopened, it will once again be the iconic landmark of the 

town, helping bring back tourists to Inveraray by providing promenading, fishing, diving, boat 

trips and watersports. It could also be used to offer health and wellbeing activities such as yoga, 

writing, art, nature drawing classes, and potentially host community events with local bands and 

choirs. 

9.3 Warm Spaces Initiative 

9.3.1 The Applicant instigated the ‘Warm Spaces’ initiative in Inveraray, launching the idea to the 

Inveraray Community Council in October 2022. ‘Warm Spaces’ was then supported by the 

Applicant and The George Hotel, running weekly from October 2022 to the end of March 2023. 

Inveraray Community Council provided transport and The George Hotel served lunch to 

approximately 20 to 30 people every week. Entertainment was provided on some occasions, as 

well as a talk by ALIenergy (organised by the Applicant) to provide tips on energy efficiency at 

home. Due to its success, the ‘Warm Spaces’ project will continue in Inveraray in Chalmers 

Court (sheltered housing) throughout winter 2023/2024.  

9.4 Inveraray Community Hall 

9.4.1 The Applicant is currently supporting the community to raise funds for the regeneration of the 

derelict community hall in the centre of Inveraray. The Applicant is working closely with Inspire 

Inveraray to draw up grant funding applications to raise funds for community consultations, 

surveys and architect designs to progress this project. 

9.5 Other Community Projects 

9.5.1 The Applicant has met and supported Inveraray Senior Citizens at Nicoll Hall ensuring that the 

building has Wi-Fi for 24 months.  

9.5.2 In partnership with Inveraray Community Council, the Applicant has supported the Breakfast 

Club at Inveraray Primary School, and is liaising with the acting head of the school, to host 

assembly talks on Climate Change and Carbon Capture, and to potentially support the school’s 

community garden project. 

9.5.3 The Applicant has met with the Reverend of West Lochfyneside Church at the last public 

exhibition in October 2022. During this meeting, a project to support the community in Furnace 

was discussed, and subsequently ‘Heat and Greet’ mornings were launched to support the local 

community during the cost-of-living crisis, running from November 2022 to March 2023. 

9.5.4 RCE is also fully aware of the impact the current energy crisis is having on people, and on 

completion of the project is planning to work with the community to provide further financial and 

practical support. 
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10  Conclusion 

10.1 Summary 

10.1.1 This Pre-application Consultation Report has provided an overview of the pre-application 

engagement and consultation activities that have been, and continue to be, undertaken by the 

Applicant for the Proposed Development. 

10.1.2 The Applicant has undertaken a comprehensive Pre-application Consultation programme to 

proactively inform and engage with the local community and key stakeholders. This process has 

allowed the Applicant to identify and respond to local issues with the Proposed Development. 

Of the issues raised during the consultation process, issues relating to landscape and visual 

impact, ornithology, and traffic were of particular importance to the community. Constructive 

comments on these topics have been taken into consideration by the Applicant and its 

consultants, and have subsequently informed the final site design.  

10.1.3 The Applicant also acted on the requests from those living nearest to the project to be provided 

with regular, direct updates by sending monthly project updates via email. 

10.1.4 Furthermore, a number of ideas were raised by the local community for potential community 

benefits, some of which have already been pursued by the Applicant, and others that the 

Applicant will consider if the project is to gain approval. 

10.2 Key Changes to the Proposed Development 

10.2.1 The Applicant has listened carefully to the responses received from members of the public and 

key stakeholders during the Pre-application Consultation process. These responses have been 

taken into account and have played an important role in the evolution of the site design. The 

key changes to the Proposed Development include: 

• Reducing the number of turbines from 22 to 13. The Applicant received comments 
regarding visual impact of the Proposed Development during both the second and third 
rounds of public consultation (as listed in Tables 6.2 and 7.2,) and from key stakeholders 
throughout the Pre-application Consultation process. The decrease in the number of 
turbines has successfully reduced visual impacts on the town of Inveraray, local heritage 
assets such as Inveraray Castle, and residents living in closer proximity to the site. The 
reduction in turbines has also been implemented to avoid onsite constraints, such as deep 
peat and watercourses, whilst keeping turbines c.300m or greater from the Special 
Protection Area. 

• To strengthen the outcomes of the point above, turbines were restricted to the northern 
area of the Site, to reduce visual impacts to receptors to the south of the Proposed 
Development. 

• Lowering the maximum tip height of the turbines from 200m to 180m, reducing the visual 
impact on Inveraray and residents living in closer proximity to the site. The Applicant 
received comments regarding visual impact of the Proposed Development during the 
second and third rounds of public consultation, as listed in Tables 6.2 and 7.2. Smaller 
turbine towers also means a smaller land requirement is needed for construction. 
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10.3 Consultation following Planning Submission. 

10.3.1 The Applicant will continue the open dialogue it has established with the local community during 

Pre-application Consultation as the application process continues. The Applicant continues to 

strive to build trust and relationships with the community and is already further progressing 

several initiatives as identified in this report. 
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11.4 Appendix D – First Round of Pre-application Consultation, Online Event Invitation (August 2021) 
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11.5 Appendix E – Second Round of Pe-Application Consultation, Public Exhibitions Invitation (February 2022) 
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11.6 Appendix F – Third Round of Pre-application Consultation, Public Exhibition Invitation (October 2022) 
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11.11 Appendix K – First Round of Public Consultation Presentation Slides, 
August 2021 
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